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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will be focuses on the theme of Conflict Resolution. By reading non-fiction texts students will better understand the
escalation of conflict in the American Revolution. In examining these texts, students will determine main ideas and details, gather text
evidence, and compare and contrast different points of view. Supporting historical fiction novels, plays, and short texts will help students gain
a deeper understanding of this time period. In addition, students will study the elements of historical fiction and informational texts as they
craft their own pieces. The primary instructional resource for this unit is History Alive.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 5

Quote accurately from a text when
explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.1
Quote accurately from a text when
explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1
Determine a theme of a story, drama,
or poem from details in the text,
including how characters in a story or
drama respond to challenges or how
the speaker in a poem reflects upon a

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to examine the nature of conflict through the lens of the
American Revolution.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U100) Effective readers use appropriate Q1 (Q105) What is the text really about (theme,
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topic; summarize the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.5.2
Determine two or more main ideas of a
text and explain how they are
supported by key details; summarize
the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.2
Explain the relationships or interactions
between two or more individuals,
events, ideas, or concepts in a
historical, scientific, or technical text
based on specific information in the
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3
Summarize the points a speaker makes
and explain how each claim is
supported by reasons and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.3
Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.3
Determine the meaning of general
academic and domain-specific words
and phrases in a text relevant to a
grade 5 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative language such as
metaphors and similes. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.5.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development and
organization are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13.) CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.4

strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U3 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U4 (U202) Readers recognize that authors
do not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas
indirectly (e.g., metaphor, satire, irony,
connotation).
U5 (U203) By comparing texts, readers
often gain greater insight into those texts.
U6 (U300) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U7 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U8 (U603) Effective writing and
speaking demonstrates critical thinking and
the ability to apply knowledge in a variety of
contexts.
U9

Thematic:  Conflict can be created in the
struggle for resources, power and
sovereignty.

main idea)? (K-12)
Q2 (Q106) What do I need to know to
retell/summarize this text? (K-12)
Q3 (Q107) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q4 (Q302) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q5 (Q203) What do I notice about the look of
this text (e.g., text features, text structure)?
How does this help me get ready to read? (K-
12)
Q6 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How does
that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q7 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q8 (Q207) What connections/insights can I gain
by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q9 (Q303) What makes an argument effective?
(K-12)
Q10 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q11 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q12 (Q201) What are my strategies for reading
this text? How do I know if they are working? (K-
12)
Q13

Thematic:  What were people fighting over?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1
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Compare and contrast the overall
structure (e.g., chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information
in two or more texts. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.5.5
Explain how a series of chapters,
scenes, or stanzas fits together to
provide the overall structure of a
particular story, drama, or poem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
With guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.5
Analyze multiple accounts of the same
event or topic, noting important
similarities and differences in the point
of view they represent. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.5.6
Conduct short research projects that
use several sources to build knowledge
through investigation of different
aspects of a topic. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.7
Compare and contrast stories in the
same genre (e.g., mysteries and
adventure stories) on their approaches
to similar themes and topics. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.5.9
By the end of the year, read and
comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science,
and technical texts, at the high end of
the grades 45 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.10
By the end of the year, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high
end of the grades 45 text complexity

Quote accurately from a text to explain explicit
and implicit meaning (inferencing) 

S2

Determine the theme of the story 

S3

Determine the main idea in a text 

S4

See the connection between story structure
(e.g., conflict, rising  action) and a historical
event (American Revolution) 

S5

Develop an understanding of a historical event
(Revolutionary War) by analyzing the
relationships between  individuals, events,
ideas or concepts using multiple resources 

S6

In writing, identify and support a point of view
in a conflict 

S7

Through writing or speaking, demonstrate how
a point of view influences the retelling of
events 

S8

Identify the elements of historical fiction

S9

Compare and contrast texts in the same genre

S10

Recall and gather relevant information from
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band independently and proficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.10

multiple sources

S11

Summarize or paraphrase information in notes
and finished work

S12

Integrate information from several texts on the
same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject area

S13

Analyze multiple sources of historical fiction and
use the writing process to create a historical
fiction piece
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